
COMMUNITY 
FIVE DAY DEVOTIONAL



DAY 1: PEACE
I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will 

have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world. John 16:33

Peace is in short supply these days. In between 24-hour news cycles and everyone posting 
about the Coronavirus it is easy to find ourselves focusing on things that are completely out 
of our control. It might be the stock market that has us worried or the stress of trying to find 
necessities to feed our families. These are valid things to be worried about, but what does Jesus 
say in times of trouble?

The context of this verse is in the Upper Room right before Jesus was imprisoned in order to be 
killed. He has told his disciples some really tough truths about where he would be going and as 
a result the horrors that they were going to have to endure. In the midst of a harsh reality he 
reassures his followers to be at peace. 

How can we possibly have peace when the news is so troubling? We can have peace because of 
a couple of different reasons: first, we have never been promised ease in this world. COVID-19 
is a part of the fall of man. Secondly, earlier in the chapter Jesus has told his followers that it is 
good that he went away. Why is this? The Advocate (Holy Spirit) is coming in his place. One of 
the roles that the Holy Spirit works though is reminding us of the goodness of God in sending 
his son and bringing us into his family.

When you are assured your place in God’s family, peace occurs. All of the worry over things 
that are out of our control may not disappear, but we are children of the King. He is with us. His 
church is for you. God is on the throne. 

1. Write down what you are worried about right now. Which of these things can you do anything 
about? What good does it do to worry about things out of your control? 

2. How has God brought you peace in past trials? How can that comfort you for the present?

3. Who can you reach out to in order to be a comforting agent of peace?



DAY 2: HOPE
‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to 

harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.’   Jeremiah 29:11

Amazing promise isn’t it? This verse consistently ranks as the most popular verse in the Bible. 
The problem with it is that many people don’t know what it means, and use this verse almost 
as if it were God’s personal promise to them. There is no verse 11 without verses 4 through 10. 
In these verses you find that horrible circumstances were coming for the Israelites. They were 
going to be overtaken in war and those that weren’t killed would be taken to a foreign land, with 
foreign Gods. Jeremiah tells the listeners the circumstances will be tough but God knows exactly 
how he will work through the exile.

In his goodness, God may not choose to bless you with prosperity. He may not give you good 
health and he may allow your circumstances to change. 

But God knows.

There is nothing that takes God by surprise. With the hysteria that much of the world is feeling, 
God knows what is going to happen, and who it is going to happen to. This is true for the good 
and for the bad. Let me be clear: God doesn’t cause the evil, sickness and sin that is in our 
world, but he is good enough to work through it. Because he knows, we can have hope. We 
don’t have to place our hope in our circumstances because they change. We don’t have to 
place hope in our health. We get to place our hope in an all knowing, all loving God who is there 
for us.

1. What are the hopes of your life? Are they of God or your own desires? How can you align your 
desires with God’s?

2. Why is our hope dashed when we place it in anything other than God?

3. Who in your life needs a message of hope right now? What will you do today to give them the 
hope that is found in God?



DAY 3: COMMUNITY
 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and 
forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord 

forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in 
perfect unity. Colossians 3:12-14

What do all of these words and phrases from this passage have in common? 

People. Each other. One another. Someone. Unity. 

They are all reminders that the Christian life was not meant to be lived alone. Yet, we find 
ourselves in a time when we are not allowed to be together. What does long-term isolation do 
to persona and why would community be so important that it is woven throughout the pages 
of Scripture? One researcher commented that being alone for extended periods of time can be 
one of the most damaging things that can be done to a person’s mental health. For example, 
solitary confinement can have negative psychological effects on prisoners – including significant 
increases in anxiety and panic attacks, increased levels of paranoia, and being less able to 
think clearly. Many prisoners also report long-term mental health problems after being held in 
isolation.

This is one of the reasons that the church community is so important. We are being reminded 
right now that church is not a building we go to once a week, it is not an exercise that we can 
passively engage in. 

The church is people. The church is connection. The church is recognition that we need God and 
each other. 

1. Who are you connected to that encourages you in your Christian practices right now? If there isn’t 
anyone you can think of, give the church a call and we can connect you.

2. How are you today? Be honest. If you are living alone are you okay, or do you need help?

3. How do you engage others during this time of isolation? Who can you get in touch with today?



DAY 4: GENEROSITY
Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his own 
hands, so that he may have something to share with anyone in need. Ephesians 4:28

The gospel changes everything. If we were to update this verse for what is happening today it 
would read differently.

“Let the one that hoards goods hoard no longer, but let them give to their neighbors 
generously.” 

Everyone has seen what has happened in our grocery stores. There is panic and because of 
the panic we are seeing people take too much. What is at the root of people’s panic?  They are 
afraid. But why does the gospel allow us to change from thievery (or in our case hoarding) to 
generosity?

The gospel takes us from a place of fear to a place of confidence. Let me prove it. When you 
are a thief you live in fear—fear of being found out, fear of being caught. But the gospel has 
changed your place in society. Your identity has been fundamentally and eternally altered. You 
now belong to the living God. You are a son or daughter of the king. What could give you more 
confidence than that? If you are confident it stands to reason that generosity should follow.

In this time of uncertainty, work hard when you can. Look for opportunities to bless. God is still 
blessing during this time, and he may use you to accomplish this feat.

1. What do you have stored up right now? Do you have more than you need? Can you think of 
anyone that has less?

2. Who did you used to be? Now that your identity has changed have you found that your actions 
have followed? 

3. If you are afraid right now, confess that to God. He delights in hearing from his children and he 
still acts on our prayers.



DAY 5: LOVE
The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 

There is no commandment greater than these. Mark 12:31

On August 17, 2017, cars packed the interstates surrounding Houston as people scrambled to 
evacuate. Hurricane Harvey was headed in, and millions were headed out.

The next morning, a picture went viral. It was a line of trucks pulling boats. These vehicles also 
crawled, bumper-to-bumper on the interstate, but what the internet slowly realized was that 
these trucks weren’t headed out—they were heading in.

Upon hearing the evacuation orders, these people ran into the storm to help.

Ever since that moment, I’ve been haunted by a question: is this a picture of the American 
church? Are we the kind of church, who, like the Savior we proclaim, walks into the storm? Or, 
when the storm comes, do we gather our own and flee?

Salvation turns us outward.

One of the primary postures of a Christian is outward. Our salvation means that the curse of the 
inward curve of sin is broken, and we’re now free to turn outward—to love God and neighbors. 1 
Like Abraham, we’re blessed in order to be a blessing to others. 

1. Who needs your love right now? 

2. In order for love to occur there must be an object to receive love. Do you need to be shown love 
right now? Make your need known by contacting the church and we will have someone get in touch 
with you. 

3. Go to war. We are in a spiritual battle right now. One of the ways that you can show love is by 
fasting and praying for our world.

1. https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/love-neighbor-pandemic/


